
Ways to Engage  

SAVING WONDER 

in the Classroom  
 

Curley and Papaw’s word-a-week. Choose a word at the 

same time every week, give clues, and invite students to guess 

what it is. Then, invite them to see how many times they can 

use the word during the week. You might even want to create 

a chart that keeps track of the number of times you hear the 

word used in the classroom. 
 

“Words are like wood,” Papaw says. Under the proper condi-

tions, they’re pliable. They bend and take on shades of mean-

ing within the context of our lives. Invite students to pay  

attention to what “the word of the week” begins to mean to 

them, in addition to its dictionary meaning. Perhaps they 

could even keep their own dictionaries, just like Curley does. 

 

Readers’ Theater. SAVING WONDER is rich in dialogue and offers many good opportunities 

for Readers’ Theater. Invite students to enact scenes from the book, assigning a narrator (reading 

Curley’s reflections) and as many parts as there are characters speaking in the scene. There are 

two classroom scenes—Chapters “E” and “M”—that offer a range of characters and dramatic  

action. The good news is that you already have the perfect setting—the classroom! Another  

wonderful group scene that would be relatively simple to set up happens in Chapter “V” during 

the Native American ceremony around the tree, Ol’ Charley. Students could work in groups,  

enacting their favorite scenes. 
 

Create a wonder collage. Invite students to cut pictures out of magazines of things that inspire 

their wonder and create collages with them. After they’re finished, taking inspiration from the  

pictures in their collages, invite them to write a repeating phrase poem, beginning every line with 

“I wonder . . .” and then let their minds “wander” and “wonder,” as their words flow freely.  Say: 

“If your words open you up to wondering about something that isn’t in your collage, flow with it! 

Papaw says that wonder has a way of opening people up. Open up to the wonder inside of you!” 
 

“Wisdom begins in wonder.” The Greek philosopher Socrates said, “Wisdom begins in  

wonder.” Invite students to write about what this means to them. Ask: What kinds of things or  

experiences in your life have made you curious or have made you wonder? Which ones have led 

you to explore them further, ask more questions, maybe even led to some surprises? For instance, 

have you ever wondered what it would be like to bungee jump? Where did that lead you? Or did 

you ever wonder what someone was thinking and ask? What did you find out? What is something 

you’ve wondered about for a long time? Let your wonder lead you on a path of exploration 

through writing, and then share what you discover with a friend.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   This is a collage I created of the word “yes,” which also happens to be the last of Curley’s words in the novel.  
 

Celebrate a word! Using cardboard pizza rounds (you can find these on the Internet or at a  

restaurant supply store) or using a poster board, invite students to create collages around their  

favorite words. For instance, if someone wants to celebrate Curley’s word, “dillydally,” invite 

them to draw the word in the center, and then create a collage around it—perhaps with pictures of  

people relaxing by a stream, gazing at the clouds, hanging out in a tree, kids blowing bubbles—

that kind of thing. Display students’ favorite words around the room, or better yet, collaborate on 

writing a story as a class, using all of their favorite words. An alternative to this creative expres-

sion would be for students to cut out magazine pictures in the shape of the words they want to  

celebrate (see example above).   

 

Make a video plea. Invite students to think about and do the following: Curley, Jules and JD 

make a video about something they care about—saving Red Hawk Mountain. What do you care 

about? What do you see in the world around you—in your school, neighborhood, or the world—

that you’d like to see changed or protected or made better? Make a video “plea” with three or four 

of your friends concerning something you all care about. Curley uses the words Papaw has given 

him since his birthday to make his case for saving his mountain. He also uses them in alphabetical 

order. What key words would your team use to make a case for what you care about?  
 

To make your video, your team will follow “Curley’s plea” as a model (Chapter “Q & R,” pg. 

164), making posters of each of your key words (alphabetical or not, that’s up to you). Write a 

script about what you care about and what you’d like to see happen. Then, deliver and record your 

plea, staging it in a place that makes sense. Ol’ Charley was the perfect place for Curley’s plea  

because it was part of what he and his friends were trying to protect. 
 

Who will see your students’ videos? If you do this as a class project, perhaps students can share 

their videos in the classroom—an audience of their peers. If they create something they’re particu-

larly proud of, with parents’ permission, perhaps they will want to post their videos on YouTube. 

Want to share? If you or  your  students would like to share something with me regarding 

their creative expressions and/or writing, please feel free to contact me through the comment part 

of my website: www.maryknightbooks.com. I’d love to hear from you! 


